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We, as farmers o' this valley, feel that we are putting -his precious
resource to very eneficial use as we lower the water table i: the process of

crop production, We firmly believe that to allow any waste o this resource

1
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cannot be justifiod. The continual usage of the underground cupply by
farmer: will even.ually expose the minera’ resource witlout w:.sting the water
supply.

It is our opinio:n that th: law allowing mining opecation: to dewat: r to
gain.access tc ore does not apily to our specific sltueiions., C(rdAinarily,
mining cperations are located n mouniaincus areas higl above the fertile
farming and thelr dewutering procedures o:'bten supplemeris the agricultural
areas below. Our situation is unigue in the fact that the proposed mining
~operation is on the villey flour and does not supplement or comp'iment the
agricultural neigabornood hut rather is a detriment to their continued
existence.

Ranchers ixplorarion and Nevelopnent is proposing to dewater over o ten
year peviod a mine that is loecsted one mile west of the central Farming area,
Betimotes vary as to the amount of Aewatering required =ufficient to be able
to mine the ores., Rancher: propose in Phas: 111 of their schedule to puap
10, 500 gallons per minute., Thet's 9 welle at 4,500 gallons per rdnute cach,
This converts to 55,315 acre feet pumped on an annual basis, Putting this in
perspective, tie total acre feet pumped ir the entire valley by the farners on
their 25,000 acres averages 80,000 acre feet annually, In 1979 that fi
was 77,048,733, le ferel us dependent on nater as the farmers and local
residents are, that any decline in tho water table created by Ranchers will
have terious =conomic consequen:es,

‘hexe arc numercus economi s conscguences to an unwarranted fdepletion of
our wi dergroi.nd water,
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se  Orop losses suffered 1 i-season Fus to the rapi® decline in the water
table caused 4y the dewatering rocess,

. Cost: to lower and/or 'ill jeep.r wells to compensate Jor the dropping
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